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The Library will be closed:
Sun., April 16

Library Hours
Monday–Thursday 9 am–9 pm
Friday and Saturday 9 am–5 pm
Sunday 12–5 pm (Sept.–May)
Sunday 1–4pm (June–Aug.)

Telephone
630-879-1393
Fax: 630-879-9118
TTY: 630-879-8335
Home Delivery:   
 630-879-1393, ext. 290

Library Director
George H. Scheetz

Library Trustees
Douglas Sullivan, President
Diane Blodgett, Vice President
Cara Schuster, Secretary
Tom Von Lunen, Treasurer
Andrew Deitchman 
Richard Henders
Jo Ann Smith

“Batavia’s Library: Part 6, 1875–1882”

Batavia Public Library traces its origins to October 
1866, over 150 years ago.

As noted previously, then, as now, money was a 
constant issue, and many plans for raising money 
to purchase books were carried out by the Batavia 
Library Association, such as concerts, lectures, “pic-
nics” (as the word originally was spelled, from the 
French, pique-nique)—probably similar to a potluck and 
not necessarily outdoors—sociables, and excursions. In 
addition, money and books were donated, so that, by 
1882, the Library had increased to 1,040 volumes.

Association members must have worked hard in 
early 1881 for their library to become a tax-supported 
institution, for the Aurora Beacon (Wed., 9 March 
1881) reported, “A petition to the township authorities, 
requesting the levying of a one mill tax for the support 
of a public library, has been circulated and extensively 
signed by tax-payers.”

And indeed the new public library was established in 
April 1881 and supported by a tax of one mill (equal 
to one-thousandth of $1).

One year later, in March 1882, the Association 
appointed a committee to recommend six persons 

for Library Directors to be voted for at the annual 
town meeting in April. (The Directors are now called 
Trustees.) The first Library Directors (Trustees) were 
John Van Nortwick, O. T. Snow, D. C. Newton, N. S. 
Young, William H. Burnham, and F. P. Conde. John 
Van Nortwick was elected president.

In other words, the Library was created on 5 April 
1881 and the first Board of Library Trustees was 
elected one year later, on 4 April 1882.

The one-year delay was caused by the law in force in 
1881, “An Act to authorize cities, incorporated towns 
and townships to establish and maintain free public 
libraries and reading rooms” (7 March 1872), which 
provided that “a library board of six directors” shall be 
elected at the next regular election after the township 
voted to establish a free public library—and there was 
only one such election per year.

The Batavia Library Association held its last meeting 
on 12 April 1882, at which it voted to transfer the 
books and other personal property to the “Batavia 
Public Library,” a township organization. (to be 
continued)

 George H. Scheetz
 Director

Under the Cupola

The following paragraph is not a secret. Tell your 
family, your friends, and your neighbors.

Gale Courses, a free online resource available 
to Batavia Public Library cardholders, offers free 
professional development and personal enrichment 
courses you can take in your own home or office when 
it fits your schedule. The free courses are instructor-led, 
run for six weeks, and begin monthly.

Did we mention the courses are free?
There are more than 350 courses available. Course 

topics are too numerous to list here; however, course 
categories include accounting, finance, business, 
computer applications, design, healthcare, language, 
personal development, technology, and publishing. 

Do you want to learn CSS3 and HTML5? Beginner 
and advanced courses are offered. 

Do you want to learn about stock options or real 
estate investing? 

Have you considered starting your own business 
online or a consulting practice?

“You can learn something new, improve your skills, or 
begin training for a new career,” said Stacey Peterson, 
Adult Services manager. “Gale Courses have so much to 
offer. Once people hear about it, they can’t believe these 
courses are available for free.”

To browse the Gale Courses catalog and to register for 
your first course, visit BataviaPublicLibrary.org > Research/
Databases > Gale Courses. It could change your life. 

March Madness 
Tournament of Books

The Library’s second annual Tournament of Books 
begins with a Sweet Sixteen of books suggested by 
Batavians. These 16 titles will contend for the top spot 
in playoff-style brackets, March 6–29. Each weekday in 
March, the Library will announce a match between two 
fiction titles published in 2016, on Facebook and at the 
Reference Desk. The winner, determined by voters, will 
move on. At the end of the month, one title will emerge 
victorious. 

Each vote (one per person, per day) is an entry in a 
drawing for book prizes at the end of the tournament. 
Daily results will be posted on a tournament board near 
the Reference Desk and on the Library Facebook page. 

An annotated list of the 2016 Sweet Sixteen books 
is available at the Reference Desk. Ballots are available 
beginning March 6.

Last year, Batavians chose Our Souls at Night by Kent 
Haruf as their favorite fiction book of 2015. 

Free online courses

“The Gift and the Curse,” a One Book, 
One Batavia event featuring Karen 

Berk Barak, will be presented Mar. 19. 
See page 24 for more information.

   Libraries
Transform

National Library Week     April 9–15

http://www.BataviaPublicLibrary.org
http://www.BataviaPublicLibrary.org


Batavia Public Library

Programs and activities for youth
Registration Information: Stop by or call the Youth Services Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 500, to register and for more information. 
Priority is given to Batavia Public Library cardholders for all programs requiring registration. Unless otherwise noted, registration for 
programs begins on the first of the month in which the program occurs. Storytime registration begins March 20.

Advance registration is required for programs designated  

630-879-1393 • BataviaPublicLibrary.org

22 23

And Don’t Miss . . . No registration is required for the following activities.

Spring Storytimes
Family Storytime
Mon., Apr. 3–24, 7pm
Families with children 
through age 7 
Drop in for stories, songs, 
and a craft.

Lap Sit Storytime 
Mon., Apr. 3, 10, 24, 
10am
Tues., Apr. 4–25, 10am
Ages 2–3 with a caregiver
Enjoy stories, rhymes, and 
more. Programs last ap-
proximately 25 minutes. 

Baby Storytime— 
Pre-Walkers 
Tues., Apr. 4–25, 11am
Babies 7–23 months with a 
caregiver 
Songs, nursery rhymes, lap 
games, and book-sharing for 
babies not yet walking. 

ABC Storytime 
Wed., Apr. 5–26, 10am
Wed., Apr. 5–26, 1pm
Thurs., Apr. 6–27, 10am
Ages 3–6 
Activities, books, and craft 
programs for children with-
out a caregiver. 

Baby & Tot Storytime
Fri., Apr. 7–28, 10am
Babies and tots through 35 
months with a caregiver 
Drop in for songs, rhymes, 
and stories. Please make 
outside care arrange-
ments for older siblings. 
Batavia Public Library card 
required.

Baby Storytime—
Walkers 
Fri., Apr. 7–28, 11am
Babies through 23 months 
with a caregiver 
Babies who are walking 
can enjoy songs, nursery 
rhymes, fingerplays, games, 
and book-sharing. 

Preschool Drop-In 
Storytime
Fri., Apr. 7–21, 1pm
Ages 3–6  
Younger siblings welcome. 
An adult must accompany 
children under the age of 
4 years.  

Book Character Visit
Sat., Mar. 25, 1pm
Clifford
Fri., Apr. 28, 1pm 
Splat the Cat
Barnes & Noble Booksellers 
will bring book characters 

to the Library for stories 
and activities. Bring your 
camera! 

For Babies and 
Toddlers
Baby Play ’n’ Learn 
Fri., Mar. 10, 10am
Babies through 23 months
Meet other parents and 
caregivers, enjoy playtime 
with your baby, and see 
examples of early literacy 
activities. 

For Students
Yarn ’n’ Tale Club 
Thurs., Mar. 2, 9, 16, 
6:30–7:45pm 
Ages 8–14 
Students and student-
parent teams are invited 
to knit or crochet while 
enjoying a story. All levels 
of experience welcome; 
basic instructions will be of-
fered. Please bring knitting 
needles (size 10) or crochet 
hook (size G/H); yarn is 
provided. We appreciate 
your effort to attend all 5 
sessions. Program currently 
in session. Call for space 
availability.  

Hour of Code  
Mon., Mar. 6, 4:30pm
Grades 3–6
Are you new to coding or 
are you pretty good? You’ll 
have the opportunity to 
practice on code.org and 
have computer science 
instructor Jo Ann Smith to 
help if you get stuck. Space 
is limited. Entry tickets 

will be handed out begin-
ning 15 minutes before 
the program until gone. 
Batavia Public Library card 
required. 

Tween Advisory 
Board 
Mon., Mar. 13, 4pm
Mon., Apr. 10, 4pm
Grades 6–8
Calling all tweens! Do you 
have suggestions for activi-
ties, books, or technology 
that tweens would enjoy 
and the Library should 
consider? Join the Tween 
Advisory Board. We meet 
monthly to plan and work 
on projects. We also eat 
pizza and have fun!

Book Gems 
Tues., Mar. 14, 6:30pm
Houdini Box 
by Brian Selznick
Tues., Apr. 11, 6:30pm
Bowling Alley Bandit 
by Laurie Keller
Grades 2–3
Book discussion and 
activities for young readers. 
Registration begins four 
weeks prior to discussion. 
Reserve a copy of the book 
when registering.

Middle School 
Mystery Night 
Fri., Mar. 17, 6:30–9pm
Grades 6–8
During this after-hours 
program, students can 
enjoy a life-sized game of 
Clue based on the Heroes 
of Olympus series, eat 
pizza, and play games. New 
this year: A challenge room 
where students earn clues 

to solve the Clue mystery. 
A signed parental permis-
sion slip and $3 are due at 
registration. 

Chess Club 
Tues., Mar. 21, 4:30am
Tues., Apr. 25, 4:30pm
Ages 6–14
Learn more about chess or 
improve your playing skills 
as we explore strategy and 
tactics. Basic knowledge 
of the game is required; 
however, all skill levels are 
welcome. We’ll spend time 
on strategy, then play the 
game using what you have 
learned.    

Anybook Club 
Thurs., Mar. 23, 4pm
Tues., Apr. 18, 4pm
Grades 4–8 
Whether you’re into graphic 
novels, fantasy, science 
fiction, or nonfiction, share 
what you’re reading with 
others. Join us for snacks, 
games, and book-related 
banter.

Curiosity Club 
Wed., Mar. 22, 4:30pm 
Wed., Apr. 19, 4:30pm
Grades K–2 
Through books, games, and 
experiments, participants 
will explore a variety of sci-

ence and nature topics each 
month. Each participant will 
also receive a take-home 
activity. 

Minecrafternoon
Mon., Mar. 27, 4pm
Thurs., Apr. 6, 4pm
Ages 6–14
Join your fellow Minecraft-
ers for an hour of play on 
the Library’s Minecraft 
system. No registration re-
quired. Entry tickets will be 
handed out beginning 15 
minutes before the program 
until gone. Please show 
your Batavia Public Library 
card. Space is limited.   

Duplo & Lego® Fun 
Tues., Mar. 28, 10am
Ages 4–11
Drop-in and build some-
thing with our Duplo and 
Lego bricks. Batavia Public 
Library card required. 
Space is limited. Please 
note: Children ages 4–6 
must be accompanied by 
an adult. 

Game Day
Thurs., Mar. 30, 
2–3:30pm
Ages 6–14
It’s spring break! Enjoy 
some indoor games at the 
Library—Wii, chess, and 

other board games. Come 
for part or all of the time. 

Mad Scientists Club  

Thurs., Apr. 27, 4:30pm
Grades 3–5
Explore your inner scientist 
and have fun with science, 
technology, engineering, 
and math (STEM) through 
activities, experiments, and 
games.  

For Families
Observation Station
Drop by the Youth Services 
department to learn what 
is being explored every 
month. 

Read Across America
Thurs., Mar. 2, 4–5pm
Celebrate Dr. Seuss’s 
birthday! We’ll be joining 
schools and libraries across 
the country celebrating the 
fun of reading and honor-
ing that special storyteller—
Dr. Seuss. Stop by anytime. 

Miss 
Carole’s 
Macaroni Soup
Mon., Apr. 17, 10am
Get ready to wiggle and 
giggle with Miss Carole’s 
Macaroni Soup concert. 
This program is filled with 
kid-friendly songs, dances, 
and movement activities. It 
replaces Lap Sit Storytime 
on this day. It’s a day off 
from school, so bring the 
siblings! 

Student volunteers needed
The Youth Services department is  

seeking junior volunteers to help out during the  
Summer Reading Club. Batavia students entering grades 6–9 are invited 
to apply.  

Junior volunteers may choose from three different opportunities. 
Weekly volunteers are scheduled for one hour per week from June 1 to 
Aug. 3, and may be asked to straighten shelves, make copies, and prepare 
craft projects, as well as other projects. Book Buddy volunteers will help 
beginning readers practice their reading skills; times and dates will vary 
during the summer. Special Event volunteers will be called as needed 
to help at special programs and with special projects. Volunteers may 
choose to volunteer in one, two, or all three of the opportunities.

Students interested in volunteering should pick up an application 
at the Youth Services Desk or print a copy from the Library website. 
Application deadline is May 12. Scheduling will be based on the date the 
application is returned to the Youth Services Desk. 

Movies at the 
Library
Fri., Mar. 3, 1pm
Mon., Mar. 27, 1pm 
All ages
Call the Library for movie 
title, length, and rating. 

Chess Knight
Tues., Mar. 28, 7pm
Ages 8–adult 
Students, teens, and 
adults at all skill levels are 
welcome. 

Bingo
Wed., Mar. 29, 11am
Ages 3–14
Children ages 5 and 
younger must be accom-
panied by an adult or 
older sibling.

Drop-In Craft
Fri., Mar. 31, 11am–2pm
Sat., Apr. 8, 10am–
12pm
All ages

Students in grades 3–6 can learn about computer coding from 
Library trustee and retired computer science professor Jo Ann Smith, 
Mar. 6.

Clarence and Miss Carole 
perform for families,  

Apr. 17.

Reading by Design
2017 Summer 
Reading Club
June 3–Aug. 2

http://www.BataviaPublicLibrary.org
http://www.BataviaPublicLibrary.org


Batavia Public Library

Programs for adults and teens
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Registration Information:  Registration is required for some programs; please call the Reference Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 200, or 
register online at BataviaPublicLibrary.org.

Advance registration is required for programs designated  
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Monthly Programs

Feature Programs

Sundays on Stage The Batavia Public Library Foundation is the 2017 Season Sponsor.

Teen Programs Advance registration is required for programs designated  

Book Discussions
Tues., Mar. 14, 7:30pm
Furiously Happy: A Funny Book about 
Horrible Things by Jenny Lawson
Exploring her lifelong battle with 
mental illness, bestselling author 
Jenny Lawson is “at her snort-induc-
ing funniest” in this book.
Tues., Apr. 11, 7:30pm
The Buddha in the Attic 
by Julie Otsuka  
This unforgettable choral-like nar-

rative recounts the experiences of 
six Japanese “picture brides” who 
struggle to adjust to a new culture, 
raise families, and face the prospect 
of wartime internment using sparse 
and elegant prose.

Adult Anime Club
Thurs., Mar. 30 and Apr. 20, 
6:30–8:30pm
Adults ages 18 and older are invited 
to watch anime and meet other 
adult anime and manga enthusiasts. 

Books Between Bites
Thurs., Mar. 16, 12pm
The Last Innocents by Michael Leahy 
and All the Way: My Life on Ice by 
Jordin Tootoo, presented by Lester 
Munson
Thurs., Apr. 20, 12pm
Remembering Legendary 
Chicagoans, presented 
by Rick Kogan

Marbling Mania 
Thurs., Apr. 20, 7pm
Enjoy a fun evening of 
paper-marbling with 
Sabrina Martin, resident art-
ist at Water Street Studios. 
Learn to create beautiful 
designs and patterns using 
acrylic paints and shaving 
cream. You won’t believe the results! Marbled papers 

can be used for card-
making, scrapbook-
ing, and other paper 
crafts. Bring one can 
of inexpensive regular 
shaving cream (not 
gel; no moisturizers) 
and dress for messy 
work. Ages 16+ are 
welcome. Space is 
limited. 

Genealogy Research
Whether you’re just starting or would like help overcoming obstacles, a 
librarian will guide you in your genealogy research during a one-hour, 
one-on-one session. Available Monday–Friday, 9am–5pm.

Questions & Ancestors Genealogy Series
DNA 101: A Genealogist’s New Tool 
Tues., Mar. 28, 7pm
Autosomal, mitochondrial, Y-DNA, chromosomes—
which type of DNA test is best? Presenter Jane Halde-
man explains what test results mean and how DNA can 
be used to discover and help prove family history.  

One Book, One Batavia 
The Gift and the Curse
Sun., Mar. 19, 2pm
Through stories, music, and 
images, Karen Berk Barak 
shares personal stories of 
growing up in the home of 
Holocaust survivors. Her 
parents were among the “hid-
den children,” those saved in 
various ways by non-Jewish 
people. This uplifting, heart-warming program illus-
trates how Barak used her musical talent to trans-
form a legacy of loss.

Magic in Mind 
Wed., Mar. 29, 7pm
Learn what the mind of a magician teaches us about 
perception, research, and creating new categories in 
the brain. Internationally acclaimed magician and artist 
Jeanette Andrews describes the history of magic in 
Chicago, as well as her research methods. From her 
discovery of obscure details hidden in books, to later 
using them to create new concepts, this talk delves into 
her creative process, the nature of perception, and how 
we can apply this information to other fields. 

Life in a Japanese 
American Internment 
Camp 
Tues., May 2, 7pm
After the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor, all Japanese Americans 
living on the West Coast were 
forced into relocation camps 
in remote areas of the country. 
Among the over 120,000 Japanese Americans who 
were incarcerated, more than two-thirds were Ameri-
can-born, many of whom were children. Historian and 
librarian Sarah Okner, a descendant of internees, shares 
photos and details of daily life in an internment camp.

New Lyceum Lecture Series
The Batavia Public Library Foundation is the 2016–17 season sponsor.

Sarah Okner

Inclusion Game Night
Wed., Mar. 8 and Apr. 12, 
6:30–8:30pm
Teens and young adults of all abili-
ties—and their families and friends—
are invited to meet new people and 
try out a board game or card game 
in a relaxed setting. High school 
volunteers are welcome. 

Anime Club
Thurs., Mar. 9 and Apr. 13, 
6:30–8:30pm
Teens ages 13 and older are invited 
to watch anime, play games, and 
meet other anime and manga 
enthusiasts. 

Inclusion Movie Night
Tues., Mar. 28 and Apr. 25, 
6:30–8:30pm
Teens and young adults of all abili-
ties—and their families and friends—
are welcome to meet new people 
and watch a movie in a relaxed 
setting. High school volunteers are 
welcome.

Her Hamilton: As Told By His Wife, Eliza 
Sun., Mar. 26, 2pm
Actress Lynn Rymarz portrays Eliza Hamilton as she 
recalls the founding of our nation, the toll it took on 
her marriage to Alexander, their love for each other, his 
betrayal, his death in a dual, and her life after his death. 

Songs of the Stars 
Sun., Apr. 30, 2pm 
Chicago vocalist Jack Miuccio performs the hits of Tom 
Jones, Engelbert Humperdinck, Elvis, Bobby Darin, Tony 
Bennett, and others. Miuccio portrayed Frank Sinatra 
during the 2015 “Vegas in Batavia” performance at the 
Library.

Lynn Rymarz portrays 
Eliza Hamilton, Mar. 26.

Biltmore Estate: 
America’s Downton Abbey 
Wed., May 3, 7pm
Biltmore Estate in Asheville, North Carolina, features 
the talents of landscape designer Frederick Law Olm-
stead and architect William Morris Hunt, who were 

collaborating at the same time on portions of Chicago’s 
1893 World’s Fair. In this slide lecture, art historian Jeff 
Mishur discusses the estate’s history, architecture, and 
landscape plan. Mishur discusses parallels between the 
fictional Downton Abbey and Biltmore, America’s larg-
est private home. 

Crafters ages 16 and older 
can learn about paper 
marbling, Apr. 20.

http://www.BataviaPublicLibrary.org
http://www.BataviaPublicLibrary.org
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Introduction to Microsoft 
Word 2013, Part 2 
Mon., Apr. 3, 9am
Font and background colors; text 
boxes, clip art, and photos; bulleted 
and numbered lists; tables; lines, 
arrows, and autoshapes; page num-
bers; and page setup

Introduction to Microsoft 
Word 2013, Part 3 
Wed., Apr. 12, 9am
Headers and footers, section breaks, 
WordArt, page borders, footnotes, 
endnotes, tables, charts, and mail 
merge

Introduction to Microsoft 
Excel 2013, Part 1 
Tues., Apr. 25, 9am
Summation; formulas; data entry; 
autofill; print

Introduction to Microsoft 
Excel 2013, Part 2 
Tues., May 9, 9am
Add and delete rows and columns; 
find and replace; sort; navigate 
workbooks; introduction to charts; 
security

Introduction to Microsoft 
PowerPoint 2013 
Thurs., May 11, 9am

Other Computer Classes 
Introduction to Microsoft Word 2013, 
Part 1 
Mon., Mar. 27, 9am
Create documents and folders; edit; change font style 
and size, underline, italicize, make bold, and center text; 
and save.

Resume Writing Basics 
Thurs., Apr. 13, 9am
Microsoft Word 2013 resume templates. Internet profi-
ciency required. 

Android Tablet & Phone 
Tues., Mar. 21, 9am
Please bring your device to class.

iPad & iPhone 
Wed., Apr. 5, 9am
Please bring your device to class.

Registration Information:  One-hour, hands-on computer classes. Basic computer skills, including mouse and keyboard 
proficiency, are required. Please call the Reference Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 200

Advance registration is required for programs designated   

**Microsoft Word proficiency required:

Computer classes for adults

Internet Classes 
*Internet proficiency required:

Searching the Internet 
Tues., Mar. 28, 9am
Learn to use Google to find information. Learn search 
tips and how to evaluate Web sites.  

Online Job Searching 
Mon., May 1, 9am
Learn helpful networking tips, as well as how to use a 
variety of online resources in your job search, including 
Indeed, LinkedIn, and employer websites. Required: 
Bring a digital copy of your up-to-date resume.

Digital Pictures 
Tues., May 2, 9am
Learn how to remove digital photos from your camera 
or smartphone, edit them on Flickr, and upload them 
to social media. Please bring your smartphone or  
camera, and your USB charging cable, to class.

Follow the Library on

News from the Friends
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An interactive, online component of the historic Batavia Sanborn Maps 
project is currently in development. The Batavia Public Library Foundation 
is seeking individual, group, and corporate sponsorships. Please consider 
helping make a part of Batavia’s history come alive for students and others 
curious about Batavia’s past. For more information and to donate, visit 
BataviaPublicLibrary.org.

News from the Foundation

Computer Coaching 
Schedule an appointment with a 
technology assistant for a one-hour, 
one-on-one coaching session based 
on your individual needs. Available 
Monday–Thursday, 4–8pm.

The Friends of the Batavia Public Library will 
hold its annual meeting on Sun., March 19, at 
approximately 3:30pm. The meeting will follow 
the One Book, One Batavia main event, “The Gift 
and the Curse,” which begins at 2pm.

All Friends members, as well as the public, are 
invited and encouraged to attend the One Book, 
One Batavia main event. The Friends are the co-
sponsor of One Book, One Batavia 2017, which 
celebrates Born Survivors: Three Young Mothers and 

Their Extraordinary Story of Courage, Defiance and Hope by Wendy Holden. 
“The Gift and the Curse” features classically trained pianist and composer 
Karen Berk Barak. (See page 24).

After Barak’s performance, the Friends will have a short business meeting 
and refreshments. Potential members can learn about the Friends’ different 
kinds of book sales and how proceeds from the sales benefit the Library.

Upcoming Friends’ Book Sales
March 11, April 8 & May 13

9:15am to 4pm 
in the FriendSpace

http://www.BataviaPublicLibrary.org
http://www.BataviaPublicLibrary.org

