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For the 13th consecutive year, the 

Friends of the Batavia Public Library 

co-sponsored  the One Book, One Ba-

tavia program.  

 

To commemorate the 150th anniversary 

of President Lincoln’s death, the book 

chosen for 2015 was James L. Swan-

son’s  Manhunt: The 12-Day Chase for 
Lincoln’s Killer.  The 2015 selection 

included a bonus young adult book, 

Chasing Lincoln’s Killer, also by James 

L. Swanson. As part of the festivities, 

Mr. Swanson visited Batavia! 

 

Manhunt is about one of the greatest 

manhunts in American History-the 12-

day chase to capture 

John Wilkes Booth 

through Washington 

D.C., Maryland and 

Virginia after he 

shot and killed Presi-

dent Lincoln at Ford’s 

Theater.  

Mr. Swanson traveled 

to Batavia on 

Wednesday, March 

11th 2015 to deliver a 

keynote presentation 

as part of One Book, 

One Batavia. As part of Mr. Swanson’s 

visit, he received a tour of historical 

parts of Batavia 

from Mayor Jeffrey 

D. Schielke., includ-

ing Bellevue Place, 

the sanatorium 

where Mory Todd 

Lincoln stayed. Mr. 

Swanson then joined 

a crowd of over 360 

people, including students, at the Bata-

via Fine Arts Centre for his lecture.  

 

After the lecture, Mr. Swanson spent 

some time answering questions from 

the audience and then stayed to auto-

graph his books for members of the 

audience. 

 

The Friends were the main visit spon-

sor. The Friends Board were also 

 

One Book, One Batavia 2015 Author James L. Swanson  

Stay Tuned for One Book, One Batavia 

The One Book, One Batavia Program is ready for the 14th year and once 

again, the Friends of the Batavia Public Library will be a sponsor. The book 

selected for 2016 is Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s  The Hound of the Basker-
villes.  The Hound of the Baskervilles  tells the story of an attempted mur-

der inspired by the legend of a fearsome, diabolical hound of supernatural 

origin. It is the third novel featuring Sherlock Holmes. 

This is the first time a mystery novel has been chosen for One Book, One 

Batavia. 
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Friends Fund Library Projects Board of Directors 

 

President: 

Jo Ann Smith  

Vice President: 

Margo Cooper  

Secretary and  

Book Sale Co-Chair: 

Sue Campbell 

Treasurer and  

Book Sale Co-Chair: 

Helen Conrad 

Publicity Chair 

Elizabeth Larson 

Membership Chair: 

Rosemary Henders 

Board Member: 

Linda Rohr  

Library Director,  

ex officio: 

George Sheetz  

Board of Library Trus-

tees, ex-officio:  

Francine McGuire-Popeck   

 

2016 Board  

Meeting Dates 

 

Visitors Always Welcome 

7 p.m., Batavia Public  

Library 

 

January 28th 

February 25th 

March 24th-Annual  

The project funding approved for 2016 

include the following: 

$400.00 TRIVIA BEE FOR LITERACY 

— Sponsor the Know-It-Owls at the 2016 

Trivia Bee for Literacy — Library as a 

Whole.The proceeds support Literacy 

Volunteers Fox Valley. 

 

$2000.00 MAJOR SPONSOR OF ONE 

BOOK, ONE BATAVIA 2016 —This 

grant funds the fourteenth annual One 

Book, One Batavia event at the “Major 

Sponsor” level in 2016. The grant will pro-

vide for expenses related to programs in 

support of One Book One Batavia, includ-

ing a speaker’s honorarium, publicity, mul-

tiple copies of the book, and other ex-

penses associated with the event.  

 

$2000.00 WINTER READING CLUB 

2016 — The founding sponsor of the 

Winter Reading Club in 2005 was Friends 

of the Batavia Public Library, which has 

been the sole sponsor ever since. This is a 

request to continue the sponsorship of 

this popular program, scheduled for Janu-

ary–February 2016. 

 

$4000.00 SUMMER READING CLUB 

2016 — This grant sponsors prizes (such 

as books) for the Library’s Summer Read-

ing Club, as well as sponsor family events. 

 

$750.00 CIRCULATING BOOK BAGS 

(A NEW COLLECTION) — Circulation 

Services has proposed a new collection 

for patrons’ convenience — circulating 

book bags to check out and return (when 

a plastic bag just will not do). 

 

$3000.00 BATAVIA NEWSPAPER PRO-

JECT — This grant would help fund the 

digitization of two different archives of 

19th- and 20th-century Batavia newspa-

pers housed at the Library and the Ba-

tavia Depot Museum, including surviving 

issues of several different titles 

(incomplete list): 

 Batavia Daily Tribune 

 Batavia News 

 The Fox River Expositor 

 Fox River Star 

 Rock City Record 

 Windmill Merchant / Windmill 

News / Windmill Herald (nearly 

complete run) 

 

$1,200.00 NEIGHBORS OF BATAVIA 

— Helps fund additional pages for the 

Batavia Public Library in the Neighbors 

of Batavia magazine 

 

$1899.00 AUTOMATED EXTERNAL 

DEFIBRILLATOR (AED) — ZOLL AED 

Plus (from JnR Safety, of Lake in the 

Hills, Illinois) The Library has one AED 

on the Upper Level. This second AED 

would be placed on the Lower Level to 

decrease emergency response time to 

Youth Services, FriendSpace, Technical 

Services, Promotional Services, Facili-

ties Services, and Electronic Services. 

 

$75.00 PLATFORM TRUCK — This 

grant would provide a utility cart for 

use by Youth Services in transporting 

books and supplies to other venues, in-

cluding Batavia Apartments, schools, or 

outside presentations. 

 

$750.00 ARTIFICIAL FLORAL AR-

RANGEMENTS — This project would 

replace the two (2) artificial floral ar-

rangements located in the alcoves be-

hind the Check Out Desk, one on either 

side of the stained glass owl, with new, 

either year-round arrangements or sea-

sonal arrangements.  

 

$1,399.00 VERMONT WHITE 

SPRUCE ARTIFICIAL CHRISTMAS 
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Who we are: 

The Friends of the Batavia 

Public Library are dedicated 

to promoting, improving, and 

assisting the Batavia Public 

Library. We are a 501(c)(3) 

organization, with all dona-

tions fully tax-deductible.  

We are members of Friends 

of Libraries USA (ALTAFF). 

ALTAFF is a national organi-

zation whose mission is to 

motivate and support state 

and local Friends groups in 

their efforts to preserve 

and strengthen libraries, and 

to create awareness and ap-

preciation of library ser-

vices. 
 

Our Mission: 

*  To stimulate public inter-

est in the Library and its 

activities   

*  To communicate the Li-

brary’s needs to the commu-

nity and local governmental 

bodies  

*  To enrich the cultural op-

portunities available to the 

community through the Li-

brary   

*  To share the enthusiasm 

for books and other materi-

als and the ideas they en-

gender  

  Two Library Pages Win Margo C. Cooper 

The Friends of the Batavia Public Library would like to congratulate the two win-

ners of the Margo C. Cooper College Scholarship. This scholarship is awarded to 

library pages in honor of all of the work they do to help the Batavia Public Li-

brary . The Scholarship is named in honor of Margo Cooper, former library direc-

tor who oversaw construction of the current building. This year's winners are 

Catelyn Renee Janda and Ben-

jamin David VanVleet. 

Catelyn started as a library 

page in September of 2014. 

She will be attending Grinnell 

College and will major in Eng-

lish or Philosophy. Benjamin 

started as a library page in 

February of 2014. He is pursu-

ing an Associate Degree in 

Computer Science at Wau-

Winners Benjamin VanVleet and Catelyn Janda with for-
mer Library Director and current member of the Friends 

 

Help the Friends Help the Library 
 

How can you help the Friends of the Batavia Public Library continue our work in 

helping make the Batavia Public Library the best it can be? There are four ways to 

help: Join, Donate, Buy, and Volunteer. 

 

Join. Become a member of the Friends and renew your membership every  year.  

 

Donate. Donate your extra books to us so we can continue our book sales. This is 

the biggest fundraiser for the Friends. Donations are accepted at any time at the 

Library’s front desk. Don’t forget to ask for a donation receipt for your taxes. 

 

Buy. Come to our book sales and buy new-to-you books.  We have sales on the sec-

ond Saturday of every month (expect 

for June) from 9:15 a.m.- 4 p.m. Books 

are also available for sale in the Friends’ 

Corner. The Corner is located across 

from the check out desk and is open any 

time the Library is open. 

Volunteer. We are always looking for 

more volunteers. No experience neces-

sary. Volunteer opportunities include: 

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/altaff/index.cfm
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Friends Host Special Book Sales 

Did you know that the Friends have hosted special book 

sales beyond the Saturday book sales and the on-going 

sales in the Friends’ Corner location across from the Li-

brary’s check out desk? This year, these sales include: All 

Hallows’ Read, a special one-time Vintage Book Sale, our 

Holiday Sale, and Honorary Friends Membership for Ba-

bies. 

 

All Hallow’s Read 

All Hallow’s Read is a Halloween tradition started by a 

blog post from children’s author Neil Gaiman in 2010. The 

premise of the holiday tradition is simply-give a book 

(particularly a scary one) for Halloween. The Friends be-

gan celebrating this holiday in 2012 by offering book cou-

pons. A set of 10 coupons is offered for $2.50 (that is 

just 25 cents a book). Each coupon entitles it’s owner 

(aged infant to 18) to one free book from a Friends’ book 

sale for the next year. This year, we sold over 90 sets of 

cou-

pons 

(that’s over 900 coupons handed out on Halloween). Our 

celebration was even mentioned in the Tales from the 

Motherhood column in the Kane County Chronicle. Thanks 

to everyone for helping make this reading celebration a 

success.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vintage Book Sale 

Thanks to a recent large donation of older books, the 

Friends held a special Vintage Book Sale on Saturday, De-

cember 5th in the Elizabeth L. Hall conference room of 

the library. The sale contained classics, sets, novels, non-

fiction, large maps, and old textbooks.  There  were also 

some gift quality coffee table books, and newer sets.  A 

special thank you to our donors and for all the volunteers 

who made the sale a success.   

 

Holiday Book Sale 

The Friends 

will also be having its 

special annual Hol-

iday Book Sale 

throughout December. 

A selection of individ-

ually priced gift 

quality and holiday 

themed books will 

be availa- ble for 

 

Save the Date: 

Friends Annual Meeting 
 

A celebration of all things Friends and Reading 
And a short, short, really short bit of Friends business 

 

 

Thursday, March 24th 
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Time to Party! Friends Celebrate Annual Meeting in April 

On April 23rd, 2015, the Friends of the Batavia Public Li-

brary held it’s annual meeting. This year, we decided to do 

something a little different; we decided it was time to par-

ty (albeit with a short, very short annual membership 

meeting attached). 

The celebration began with official Friends business, in-

cluding electing a slate 

of candidates to the 

Friends Board of Direc-

tors for a one-year 

term. Congratulations to 

the slate that was 

elected with a unani-

mous vote: Sue Camp-

bell, Helen Conrad, Mar-

go Cooper, Rosemary 

Henders, Elizabeth Lar-

son, and Jo Ann Smith. 

Then it was time to party. The Friends were then serenad-

ed and led in song by Timothy R. Smith. Timothy used his 

talents on the keyboard, harmonica and song to entertain 

us all evening. 

Fun Friends of the Batavia Public Library Facts 

 It takes 27 person hours to staff each and every Sat-

urday book sale. A GIANT thank you to all the volun-

teers who help make our sales work. 

 When books are donated, the Library staff sorts 

through the books and chooses many to add to the Li-

brary’s circulation. In one year, Friends donations add-

ed 796 items to the Library’s collection. 

 Have you ever wondered what the Friends donations 

look like in action? Here is a picture of one of the 

Board members on the riding vacuum cleaner (yes, a 

riding vacuum cleaner!) that the Friends donated to the 

Library last year. 

 The Friends are the inaugural and sole sponsor of the 

Library’s Winter Reading Club. 

 Our FriendSpace downstairs dates back only to Octo-

ber 2012. Before that sales were done only on an annu-

al (sometimes twice annual sales). Our permanent 

FriendSpace allows for the Friends to expand our 

sales. 

 The Corner Sale area located across from the check-

out desk was a project run by former Friends Board 

Member and current Friend Sara Sarkisian Bell. The 

Corner Sale is open anytime the Library is open. Thanks 

for expanding our reach even more Sara. Thanks also 

to Pat Hendrix who currently runs the sale. 

 Besides books, the Friends sell canvas book bags in 

multiple colors. Bags cost $4.00 each and are available 

at our Saturday book 

sale and at the Li-

brary’s front desk. 

During the holidays, 

we also sell Book Lov-

ers calendars. They 

are a great holiday 

treat and are availa-

ble for $8.00 each. 

 The Friends are also 

responsible for the 

Alphabet Garden 

located outside of 
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We thank you— the 

Friends of the Batavia 

Public Library—for  

making everything happen. 

If your listing is not cor-

rect, please call  

(630) 879-8220.  

 

Batavia Women’s Club 

Sara & Morgan Bell 

Pearl Blass 

Sue & Frank Blazek 

Jeanne & Fred Borger 

Loretta & Dan Brace 

Barbara & Mike Brady 

Sonja Brazell 

Roger & Judi Breisch 

Julie & Ed Brooks 

Sue Campbell 

Candi & Dale Katko 

Marilyn Clark 

Helen A Conrad 

Sherry & Bill Cowan 

Donna Dallesasse 

Barbara & Walt Donat 

Kathy & George Fairbairn 

Martha Gimning 

Wilma Hauser 

Peggy Hawse 

Rosemary & Rich Henders 

Maureen Hix 

Marty Holzer 

Aija & Jon Horton 

Carlene Hougan 

Ellen Huxtable 

Maureen Jakubowski 

Angela M Johnson 

Sheila & Bob Joynt 

Gail Kendrick 

Cheryl Koll 

Gerry & Irv Kusel 

Karen & Bob LaBarbera 

Ann & Steve Larson 

Elizabeth & Ali Larson 

Pat Lowe 

Barbara & Roger Palmer 

Nancy McDonough 

Renee & Bob McPeek 

DeAnna & Glenn Miner 

Karen & Richard  Mitacek 

Nina Motyka Family 

Georgene O’Dwyer 

Nan Phillips 

Sue & Dave Rock 

Jack Roderick 

Linda Rohr Family 

Susan & Daniel Russo 

Friends of The  

Batavia Public Library 

10 South Batavia Avenue 

Batavia, IL 60510 

 

E-mail: 

Friends@BataviaPublic 

Library.org 

 

On the web: 

http://www. 

BataviaPublicLibrary.org 

  

Don’t forget 

2016 Book Sale Dates 
Our Saturday book sales in 

the FriendSpace will take 

place on the SECOND Sat-

urday of each month ( this 

is a change from previous 

years) Sales run from   

9:15 a.m.-4 p.m. 

 

  January 9th 

 February 13th 

March  12th 

April 9th 

May 14th 

July 9th 

August 13th 


